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Nicole Mitchell, 2023-2024 John and Claudine Bailey Distinguished Visitor 
in Jazz, with U of T Jazz Ensembles 


Wednesday, March 27, 2024 at 7:30 pm | Walter Hall, 80 Queen’s Park, Toronto 


PROGRAM 
Too Many of our Young Are Dying 

Nicole Mitchell 
Navigator 

Nicole Mitchell 
Geri's Glide (for Geri Allen) 

Nicole Mitchell 
Blessed 

Nicole Mitchell 


Joseph Funk, trumpet, Omar Yazaw, saxophone, Micah Weekes, piano, Philip Luke, bass, 
Kealan Braden, drums, Judy Zhu, voice, Brendan Beaton, trumpet, Bjorn Kriel, vibraphone, 
Patrick O'Reilly, guitar, Keon Narinesingh, bass, Brandon Davis, bass, Regan Mowery, drums 


Algorithmic 
Rich Brown 
Arr. Selena Savage 


Smoke Gets In Your Eyes 
Jerome Kern 
Arr. Joseph Funk 


Afrika Rising 
Nicole Mitchell 
Arr. Christian Overton 


God's Bits of Wood 
Nicole Mitchell 
Arr. Christian Overton 


We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto operates. For thousands of years it has 
been the traditional land of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and the Mississaugas of the Credit. Today, this 
meeting place is still the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to 
have the opportunity to work on this land. 


As part of the Faculty’s commitment to improving Indigenous inclusion, we call upon all members of our 
community to start/continue their personal journeys towards understanding and acknowledging Indigenous 
peoples’ histories, truths and cultures. Visit indigenous.utoronto.ca to learn more. 


CARN 10TET 

Jordan Middleton, alto sax 
Hanson Goldwin, tenor sax 
Logan Lee, bari/tenor sax 
Joseph Funk, trumpet 
Sarah Mcintyre, trumpet 
Tibor Stojanovich, trombone 
Selena Savage, trombone 
Eric Liang, piano 

Phil Luke, bass 

Will Bentley, drums 

Pablo Marin-Marquez, guest percussion 


NICOLE MITCHELL 


Nicole M. Mitchell is an award-winning creative flutist, 
composer, bandleader and educator. She is perhaps best 
known for her work as a flutist, having developed a unique 
improvisational language and having been repeatedly 
awarded “Top Flutist of the Year’ by Downbeat 

Magazine Critics Poll and the Jazz Journalists 

Association (2010-2022). Mitchell initially emerged from 
Chicago’s innovative music scene in the late 90s. She 
started with Maia and Shanta Nurullah in Samana (the 
AACM's first all-woman ensemble) and as a member of the 
David Boykin EXPANSE. Her music celebrates 
contemporary African American culture. She is the founder 
of Black Earth Ensemble, Black Earth Strings, Sonic 
Projections and Ice Crystal, and she composes for 
contemporary ensembles of varied instrumentation and 
size, while incorporating improvisation and a wide aesthetic 
expression. The former first woman president of Chicago’s 
Association for the Advancement of Creative Musicians, 
Mitchell celebrates endless possibility by “creating visionary 
worlds through music that bridge the familiar with the 
unknown.” Some of her newest work with Black Earth 
Ensemble explores intercultural collaborations; 

— Bamako*Chicago, featuring Malian kora master, Ballake 
Sissoko and Mandorla Awakening with Kojiro Umezaki (Shakuhachi) and Tatsu Aoki (taiko, 
bass, shamisen). As a composer, Mitchell has been commissioned by the French Ministry of 
Culture, the Chicago Museum of Contemporary Art, Art Institute of Chicago, the Stone, the 
French American Jazz Exchange, Chamber Music America (New Works), the Chicago Jazz 
Festival, ICE, and the Chicago Sinfonietta. Mitchell has performed with creative music 
luminaries including Craig Taborn, Roscoe Mitchell, Joelle Leandre, Anthony Braxton, Geri 
Allen, George Lewis, Mark Dresser, Steve Coleman, Anthony Davis, Myra Melford, Bill Dixon, 
Muhal Richard Abrams, Ed Wilkerson, Rob Mazurek, and Billy Childs, and Hamid Drake. She is 
a recipient of the Herb Alpert Award (2011), the Chicago 3Arts Award (2011) , the Doris Duke 
Artist Award (2012) and the United States Artist Award (2020). Mitchell is a Professor of Music 
at the University of Virginia, and previously taught at University of California Irvine and the 
University of Pittsburgh. 
nicolemitchell.com 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


U of T Jazz Acknowledgement of Black American Music 

The foundation and tradition of jazz music was created by Black American musicians who 
endured the brutality of systemic racial discrimination and white supremacy. Despite the social 
barriers and persecution that these musicians faced, the result of their artistry was the creation 
of this most influential of American art forms, an innovative musical genre rooted in the blues, 
improvisation, and Afro American culture. U of T Jazz acknowledges the debt owed to these 
artists, recognizing that systemic racism continues, and commits to anti-racism in our curriculum 


and our community. 


Visit U of T Jazz online at uoftjazz.ca 


Jazz Progression 


UofT Jazz Studies is grateful to the many 
donors who support us. We are pleased to 
acknowledge those donors who have made 
an annual gift between May 1, 2022 and 
March 1, 2024: 


Eddy Aitken 

Anonymous (3) 

John and Claudine Bailey 

Brian Barlow 

Kristin Basso 

The estate of Harald and Jean Bohne 
Chris Braney 

John Brooker 

Terry and Mary Bryon 

Paul Caston 

Christopher and Edythe Anna Clapp 
Robert Clegg 

Sherry Drew 

Maureen and James Dunn 

Mike Francis 

Arthur J. Granatstein 

Susan Haggis 

Lanny Huff 

JAZZ.FM91 

Peter Jennings 

Wayne Jones 

Ken Page Memorial Trust 

Pam Lenkov 

Michele Leonard 

Robert S. Lesco 

Jim Lewis 

Long & McQuade Musical Instruments 
Robert McGavin 

Sharon Meehan 

Stephanie Meredith 


Judy Miyauchi 

Mike Murley 

The Norman and Margaret Jewison 
Charitable Foundation 

Fay Olson 

John Parker 

Andrey Perfecky 

Lawrence K. Porter and Sheila Porter 
Terry Promane 

The Racioppo Family Foundation 
Paul E. Read 

David Rubel Realtor Team 
Chase Sanborn 

Dan Scrimger 

Carol E. Shetler 

Martha Spears 

Sheila K. Stene 

The estate of Barbara Sutherland 
G. Vaski 

Barbara Watson 

Jeannene S. Webb 

Rick and Carolyn Wilkins 

Mary E. Wilson 

Thomas and Julie Wilson 

Vivien Maria Wu 


For any listings questions or for information 
on giving opportunities for U of T Jazz at the 
Faculty of Music please contact Tyler 
Greenleaf at 416-946-3580 or 
tyler.greenleaf@utoronto.ca. 


